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Israel and Germany

Five decades of diplomatic,

scientific and cultural relations

The Eichmann trial and the
establishment of diplomatic
relations




Ber Bundeeminister der Justis Bosm, dem 17.Mai 1960
4000/6 II - 20 224/60 Postfach
Tel, 20171
An den Hausruf 360
Justizminister des Staates Israel

Herrn Pinhas Rosen
Jerussaslen

Sehr geehrter Herr Hinistert

Ihr Schreiben vom 27. April 1960 habe ioch mit grosser
Aufmerksankeit gelesen, Ich bin Ilmen sehr dankbar dafuer,
dass Sie mir Gelegenheit geben, mich zur Frage der Verjash-
rung mtionalsozialistischer Verbrechen, die Ihr Land in
ganz besonderer Weise beruehrt, persoenlich zu aeussern, Dabei
bin ich mir bewusst, dass gerade diese Frage nicht allein

mit den herkoemnlichen rechtlichen und rechtspolitischen

7. THE QUESTION OF THE PROSECUTION OF NAZI Massstacben beurteilt werden kamny das ganse Ausmass der go-
CRIMINALS schichtlichen Vorgaenge faellt mit ins Gewicht,

Als ich im Jahre 1957 das imt des Bundesministers
der Justiz entrat, wurde ich alsbald mit der vielschichtig-
gen Problematik bekarmtgemacht, die ich fuer die Strafver-

folgung der nationalsozialistischen Gewaltverbrechen ergab.

A letter from West German Minister of Justice, Fritz Schaffer to the Israeli Sl e i
Minister of Justice Pinchas Rosen, May 1960. In this letter Schaffer Regines eine schr grosse Zahl von Tastern in Verfahren sowohl
defended his government's decision to apply the statute of limitation on vor den Besatsungagoriohten wie auch vor dem dewtochen

. . i . . Gerichten von d rdienten Strafi ilt wurde, sei
serious crimes committed during the Nazi Era, including manslaughter. IR TRt Tes. pit vele, mishe

. L y sich im Laufe des letzten Jahrzelnts, dass die Hinweise
Schaffer also explained why so few Nazi criminals were prosecuted during

auf noch ungesuehnte Naziverbrechen aus den Kreiser der

the 1950's, and described the efforts made to locate and bring to justice iRl Sokes Ot Somsimesil irovdiigingets Bas e
Nazi criminals. Applying the statute of limitation on Nazi crimes triggered Klaert sich sus den verschiedensten Ursachen, unter denen
a WorIdWide criticism. namentlich bedeutsam gewesen sein mag, dass die ueberleben-

den Opfer der natiomalsozialistischen Gewaltherrschaft
Israeli State Archives

in alle Welt verstreut waren und dass viele von ihnen aus

begreiflichen Gruenden den Wunsch hatten, die Vergangenheit



8. THE EICHMANN TRIAL
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The first session of the district court on the Eichmann case, “criminal
case no 40/61", took place on April 11, 1961, at Beit Ha'’Am ("The
House of the People") in Jerusalem. The trial ended on December 15,
1961. Eichmann was found quilty under most accounts, and was
sentenced to death. The beginning of the trial was preceded by months
of meticulous preparation by a special department - "Bureau 06", set
up at the Israeli Police. The department chose about 1600 documents,
most of which bore Eichmann's signature. It determined a list of 108
survivor witnesses as well as a list of expert witnesses — historians and
various other scholars.

May 23, 1960, Eichmann's first arrest warrant

Arrest warrant for 14 days.

Prosecutor: the Attorney General of Israel

Defendant: Adolf Eichmann

Court: Tel Aviv Magistrate Court

Trial number: arrests 1250/60

Date of arrest: 23/5/60

Charge: Crime against the Jewish People, an offence against
section 1(a)(1) of the Nazis and Nazi Collaborators (Penal) Law
Personally signed on the 23rd of May, 1960

Signature of the head district judge



Adolf Eichmann during his trial at Beit-Ha’am, Jerusalem, 05.04.1961.

Government Press Office (Israel)




AUSWARTIGES AMT Bonn, den 14, 196
503-88-8086 Rforecd 708 e

% e s ;I"'”hl
An die
Botschaften der Bundes-
republik Deutschland
Amman, Ankara, Athen, Bagdad, Beirut, Bern, Bogota,
Briissel, Buenos Aires, Canberra, Caracas, Den Haag,
Djidda, Dublin, Kabul, Kairo, Kopenhagen, Lissabon,
London, Luxemburg, lMadrid, Mexiko, Montevideo, Moskau,
Oslo, Ottawa, Paris, Quito, Rio de Janeiro, Rom, San

Salvador, Santiago, Chile, Stockholm, Tunis, Waaﬁﬁ%'tOn }ff
in die j f I J:
Gesandtachaften der Bundes- é” % 3
republile Deutschland f/ / %// ’ ‘é"' / ?a
izt 22 Trifolis 3/0?34,4? 7 b

Diesnststelle des Beobachters
der Burdesrepublik Deutschland . {ﬁl
tei den Vereinten Nationen i

YSew Tork }
An die /W; /7
/ 4

An die Z/% ﬁ} 7 ’Vf[ﬁwm
=)

Generalxonsulate der Bundes-
republilt Deutachland

D 34 kuia Yaiw - ot kK crdney
Arc die

Tenzulat: der Bundes-

repzublik Deutschland

t1lezcao ilexraadrien

Zetr.: Fzll 3ichmann

Zur Taterrichtung fiber den Pall ZEichmann wird folgendes

First page of a document sent by the West German Foreign

in 23. iai 1360 teilte uinisterprdsident Zen Gurion Office to all its diplomatic missions around the world,
dem iaraeliachen rarlamert mit, daB der chemalige . . P
B0 et s §2i b e e O b announcing the capture of Adolf Eichmann and explaining
raelizchsm Gewahrsam befinde. Jach einem am 24. No- how Israel intends to conduct Eichmann’s trial, as well as
vemzer 13546 2rlassenen ZaZtbefehl des imtsgerichts ‘ :

5 PRSEAFO A wird Shohmenn wan TARS ELiat, wld West Germany’s support of Israel in this regard.

Leiter i:r Abteilung 4 3 IV im Reichssicherheits-

-2- Archive des Auswartigen Amts Berlin. B11, B12/1052



Report of Felix Shinnar, the
head of the Israeli mission to
West Germany, to Israel’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
the Prime Minister’s Office
about Konrad Adenauer’s
press conference on the issue
of Eichmann’s trial. Adenauer
expressed his trust in the
Israeli  Judicial  system.
However, he and his ministers
expressed concern that the
trial might expose the role of
West German politicians and
high officials in the Nazi
administration. They also
feared that the trial might
highlight the failure of West
Germany to prosecute Nazi
criminals.

Israeli State Archives
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9. TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
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During the negotiations on the Reparations Agreement
in 1952, West Germany offered to establish diplomatic
relations with Israel, but Israel declined. With the rise
of West Germany as a central force in Europe in the
second half of the 1950s, Israel tried to persuade West
Germany to establish diplomatic relations. However,
West German diplomats opposed, fearing that the
Arabs will establish diplomatic relations with East
Germany, a move that might obligate West Germany to
sever its relations with the Arab states. According to
the Hallstein Doctrine establishing diplomatic relations
with the GDR, that is, breaking the FRG’s diplomatic
blockade, would result in harsh diplomatic measures,
including possible severance of diplomatic relations.

Left: Official spokesperson in Bonn announced that
Germany considers the possibility to establish
diplomatic relations with Israel, but only on condition
that they will not undermine its relationship with the
Arab countries, 8.3.1963.

Israel State Archive



Felix Eliezer Shinnar, Head of the Israeli Mission in
Cologne, to Chaim Yahil, Director-General of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Jerusalem, 22.2.1962.

Subject: opposition to establishment of consular
relations as an alternative to full diplomatic relations.

Israel State Archive
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10. ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 1965 In 1965, Ludwig Erhard, the
West German Chancellor,
decided to change his
country’s policy and establish
diplomatic relations with
Israel. Among the factors
which affected the new policy,
was the outrage in Israel and
in the Jewish international
community over West
Germany's decision to stop
the supply of weapons to
Israel, after the issue was
leaked to the press. Other
factors included the debate
surrounding the statute of
limitations of Nazi crimes and
the visit of East Germany's
leader Walter Ulbricht in Cairo
despite West Germany's
objection. The Knesset
approved the establishment
of diplomatic relations with a
majority of 66 against 29 on
March 16, 1965.

Rolf Pauls, the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Israel arrives at Lod
airport on August 19, 1965. Standing beside Pauls: Yehuda Golan, the Head of Ceremony in
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Government Press Office (Israel), Photo: Pridan, Moshe.
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Gemeinsames Kommunigqué

Die Regierung der Bundesrepublik Deutschland
aufgrund einer ihr von dem Bundespraesidenten
erteilten Ermaechtigung und die israelische
Regierung sind uebereingekommen, zwischen ihren
beiden Laendern diplomatische Beziehungen auf-

zunehmens



Rolf Pauls, the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Israel, presenting the letter of credence to the President of
Israel Zalman Shazar at Beit HaNassi in Jerusalem, 19.8.1965.

Government Press Office (Israel), Photo: Pridan, Moshe.




Rolf Pauls, the Ambassador
of the Federal Republic of
Germany to Israel kissing
the hand of Foreign Minister
Golda Meir, after presenting
his letter of credence to
President Zalman Shazar
(on her right). On the right
of Shazar: Arie Levavi,
Director General of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
On the right of Meir: Gideon
Shomron, Director of the
President's Office,
President’s personal
assistant Shulamit Kahana
and Hanan Bar-On, speaker
of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. On the left of Pauls:
Yehuda Golan, the Head of
Ceremony in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

Government Press Office
(Israel), Photo: Pridan,
Moshe.




Israeli Ambassador to West Germany Asher Ben-
Natan presenting the letter of credence to the
President of the Federal Republic of Germany Heinrich
Liibke, 24.08.1965

Bundesarchiv, B 145 Bild-00048529 / photo: Steiner,
Egon.




Demonstration near Beit-
Hanassi in Jerusalem during the
accreditation ceremony of West
German Ambassador Rolf Pauls,
19.08.1965

Government Press Office

(Israel), Photo: Milner, Moshe.
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The establishment of diplomatic relations between Israel and West Germany and the appointment of a former Wehrmacht officer,
who received the Iron Cross at the Eastern Front, as the first ambassador enraged the Israeli public and ignited a wave of protest.
The demonstrations peaked when the letter of credence was handed to President Shazar. During the demonstration near the
president's house the crowd engaged in a violent conflict with the police. Demonstrators were thrown to the ground and were
trampled by the police horses. Among the protesters were disabled concentration camps survivors, who were hospitalized following
the events.




ISRAEL

PAULS o
Handkuf und Hiebe

er Zufall vereinte zur selben Stunde
Vilkermord und Versohnung, Hen-
ker und Handschlag.

In Frankfurt endete der Auschwitz-
Prozéﬁ mit den Urteilen dieser Welt, in
Jerusalem begann der Ritterkreuztriger
Rolf Pauls seine offizielle Tétigkeit im
Judenstaat Israel. Vergangenen Don-
nerstag um 10.45 Uhr iiberreichte Pauls
in der israelischen Hauptstadt sein Be-
glaubigungsschreiben.

Um acht Uhr morgens hatten Ange-
stellte iiber dem grauen Amtssitz von
Staatsprédsident Salman Schasar neben
der blauweiBen israelischen die schwarz-
rotgoldene Flagge der Bundesrepublik
aufgezogen. 200 durch berittene Mann-
schaften verstarkte Polizisten riegelten
die Zufahrtsstrafien ab.

Eine khakibedreBte Polizeikapelle
stand mit von der Armee gelichenen
Instrumenten bei FuB. Die 48 Panzer-
soldaten starke Ehrenkompanie in gelb-
griinen Uniformen mit Stahlhelmen
wurde um 10.15 Uhr nochmals iiber-
prift — in den Magazinen ihrer Uzi-
Maschinenpistolen fand sich keine
Kugel. Eine schiittere Demonstranten-
schar stand ruhig am Polizei-Kordon.

Um 10.30 Ubr fuhr der schwarze Pri-
sidenten-Chrysler mit Pauls vor. Die
Polizeikapelle intonierte das Deutsch-
landlied, der Ehrenkompanie-Chef

briillte seine Meldung an Pauls gegen’

die anschwellenden Rufe ,Nazi!® und
»Pauls raus!®

Pauls schritt die ‘Front ab, dann ge-
leitete Schasars Adjutant, Oberst Ras,
den Botschafter iiber den roten Léaufer
in den dunkelgetidfelten Empfangsraum,
wo der Staatspriisident. AuBenminister
Frau Golda Meir und hohe Beamte
warteten.

Der einarmige = Weltkriegs-Offizier
Pauls sprach eine kurze Antrittsrede
»mit Trénen in den Augen® (,Jerusalem
Post”) langsam'und kaum hdrbar aut
deutsch in zwei Mikrophone. Schasar
antwortete, um Fassung kidmpfend, in

monie mithsam am Rand einer Ohn- °

macht. Botschafter Pauls dankte ihr mit
einem HandkuB.

Wihrend Schasar, Frau Méir und
Pauls unter sechs Augen an einem

Mosaiktisch, ein Protokoll-Glas israeli- -

schen Sekt (Marke ,Prisident”) in Hin-
den, tastend die Zukunft anfaBten,
brach vor der Pridsidenten-Villa die Ver-
gangenheit los.

Rund 1500 weinende, schreiende ehe-
malige KZ-Insassen durchbrachen, vom
Klang des Deutschlandliedes entnervt,
die Absperrung der Polizei. Mit wver-
kniffenem Gesicht ging Pauls wenige

. Minuten spiter geradewegs auf die
* tobende Menge zu, die den Staatswagen

eingekesselt hatte.

Die iiberrollte Polizei zog die Gumrm-
knuppel., Uniformierte Sthne schlugen,
um den Feind von einst zu schiitzen,
ihre demonstrierenden Viter. Berittene
Polizisten und Kradfahrer muBten dem
Pauls-Wagen eine Gasse brechen.
Steine, Flaschen und Plakatstécke flo-
gen, ein Schild mit der Aufschrift ,Sechs
Millionen mal nein“ landete auf dem
Dach des Chryslers.

Jerusalems Polizeikommandant Eph-

raim Bleimann lief schwitzend -und

rempelnd vor dem Pauls-Wagen. Sicher-
heitspolizisten deckten die Flanken. Die

. Kolonne durchbrach die Tumult-Zone

und rollle dann durch ruhige StraBien
ins ,Heilige Land“ — ein Hotel am
Rande Jerusalems — zu einem Prost auf
den neuen winzigen Briickenkopf
Deutschlands in Israel,

Right: Davar, 22.08.1965, “"Bonn
expresses disappointment about the
large scale of the demonstrations in

Left: Under the headline "a kiss on the hand and a hit" Der
Spiegel described Paul’s accreditation as the West German
first ambassador to Israel. The Auschwitz trial ended in
Germany and in Jerusalem a decorated Wehrmacht officer
began his term in the Jewish state, it wrote ironically. An
honorary guard welcomed Paul as he came to the president's
house. The German flag was waved and the German anthem
was played while in the background the sound of
demonstrators shouting "Nazi" and "Paul go home". The
Foreign Minister Golda Meir looked as if she was about to
faint and the new ambassador thanked her with a kiss on her
hand. About 1500 former concentration camps prisoners
demonstrated with rage and tried to block the ambassador's
vehicle. They threw rocks and bottles at the car and the
police officers had to use rubber clubs against the Holocaust
survivors. "Sons in uniform hit their demonstrating fathers to
protect their recent enemy," Der Spiege/ concluded.
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Iwrith. Frau Meir, im lichten Sommer-
- kleid mit weien Handschuhen und
weilBer Handtasche, iiberstand die Zere-

Jerusalem.”



11. FINANCIAL AGREEMENT - MAY 12, 1966

At the beginning of 1966, following the

establishment of diplomatic relations, intense ; !' | :
negotiations took place between Israel and ¥ | SR i
West Germany regarding a development loan §. " . e ' : L—__;= § R tj’
from Germany. The negotiations took place in g - =5 A 14 -,
light of Israel's demand to honor Adenauer's ©” N\ : ~ | ‘

N

promise to Ben-Gurion five years earlier to
lend Israel $500 million in long-term loans.
The Germans refused to acknowledge
Adenauer's promise as an obligatory ; N W
contract. At the end of the negotiations they N | '
settled the dispute. The Israeli delegation's ! 3 43{ N
main achievement was the consent of the - - A G/
Germans' to define it as a long term \\ NS g
agreement. It lasted 30 years, during which ’ r

Germany lent Israel 2 billion dollars.

Israeli Ambassador to Germany Asher Ben-Natan and State Secretary Rolf Lahr sign
the first agreement between West Germany and Israel on economic aid. Bonn,
12.05.1966.

Photo Courtesy of the Bundesarchiv, B 145 Bild-00064553 / photo: Patzek, Renate.



12. KONRAD ADENAUER’S VISIT, MAY 1966

Ty

Right: Former West German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer With Abba Eban, Nahum
Goldman, Meir Weisgal and David Ben-Gurion at Lod Airport. 2.5.1966

Government Press Office (Israel), Photo: Cohen, Fritz.
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In May 1966, just a few months
after celebrating his 90 birthday,
the former Chancellor of West
Germany Konrad Adenauer, visited
Israel. He was accepted as a
guest of Israeli Government and
as a personal guest of Israel’s
former Prime Minister David Ben-
Gurion. An unpleasant incident
occurred in the course of a formal
dinner at Prime Minister Levi
Eshkol's residence. Adenauer was
offended by Eshkol's speech at
the dinner and blamed Eshkol for
insulting the German people.
Following the incident Adenauer
asked to return to Germany
immediately, and was reconciled
only after Nahum Goldman
intervened. The visit was
eventually a great success and
culminated in Adenauer’s visit to
Ben Gurion’s residence in Sde
Boker.



o

Konrad Adenauer with David Ben-Gurion at the dinning hall of kibbutz Sde Boker, 9.5.1966.

Government Press Office (Israel), Photo: Cohen, Fritz.



Adenauer died a year later. Israel's former Prime Minister David Ben Gurion attended his funeral on 25 April 1967. The initiative to
include Ben Gurion in the Israeli delegation to the ceremony came from the German government in light of the special relationship
between the two Leaders.

Former Israeli Prime
Minister David Ben-
Gurion at Konrad
Adenauer’s funeral
in Bonn, 25.04.1967.

Bundesarchiv, B 145
Bild-F024619-0009/
photo: Grafingholt,
Detlef.
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