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Israel and Germany

Five decades of diplomatic,

scientific and cultural relations

The Reparations Accord and its
aftermath




Israel and Germany

Five Decades of Diplomatic, Scientific and Cultural

Relations

On May 12, 1965 Israel and the Federal Republic of Germany established
diplomatic relations. The bilateral relations had begun, however, 13 years
earlier. On September 10, 1952, Chancellor Konrad Adenauer and Israel's
Foreign Minister Moshe Sharett, signed the Reparations Accord in
Luxembourg and thereafter an Israeli mission headed by Felix Shinar was
sent to Cologne. Prior to the establishment of formal diplomatic relations,
the Israeli mission worked indefatigably to promote cooperation in various
fields between the two countries.

Throughout the years, despite numerous obstacles, disagreements and
controversies, the cooperation between the two countries has strengthened

significantly and they have become close allies.

The exhibition offers an overview of major milestones of Israeli-German
relations. It highlights various aspects of the relations between the two
countries, such as politics, culture, science, trade, commerce and sport. It
tells a story on how bridges were constructed over the abyss and sheds
light on both peaks and valleys in the long and difficult process of

rapprochement between the two countries.

The relationships between the two countries have been built in the shadow
of the Holocaust. The tension between past and present, between memory
and realpolitik as well as the meaning of "special' and "unique" in the rela-
tions between the two countries have been constantly debated by leaders
and intellectuals in both countries. These issues are the common thread

running through the various parts of the exhibition.

A large number of archives, Institutes and organizations in Israel and Ger-
many gave us hand and generously provided pictures and documents. We

are grateful for their assistance

Curators - Irit Weinberg and Tali Kot-Ofek

Academic Advisor — Dr. Roni Stauber
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1. FIRST CONTACTS IN THE SHADOW OF
THE HOLOCAUST
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Established only three years after the end of World War II
and the Holocaust, Israel formally boycotted Germany.
The most prominent expression of the boycott as well as
its symbol was the clause in the Israeli passport (called
travel certificate at the time), stating that the document is
valid for all countries except Germany. Those who wished
to travel to Germany had to submit a special application
to the authorities. The clause was revoked only in 1956.
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The young state, which absorbed hundreds of thousands impoverished immigrants,
many of whom survivors of the Holocaust, was suffering from a severe economic crisis,
high unemployment rates and dramatic shortage in foreign exchange reserves. The
austerity regime (Tzena) enacted in 1949 did not change the situation. As a result, the
state's leaders, including Foreign Minister Moshe Sharet and Prime Minister Ben-Gurion,
were motivated to seek German reparations for Jewish property confiscated during the
Holocaust - a demand raised already during the war by various individuals and by
Jewish organizations, when the extent of the tragedy was yet unknown. These voices
intensified after the end of the war. Initially, Israel appealed to the Occupation Forces
in Germany, the Allies, in March 1951, asking them to demand West Germany to pay.
However, soon it became apparent that direct negotiations with West Germany is the
only way to advance the issue.

On the right: A passage from an article by Edmund Schechter in “Hamashkif” dated
17.09.1943 discussing the question “Could the Jews return to Europe” In the passage
Schechter suggests that Germany should pay reparations for injustices suffered by Jews
in Europe.

Hamashkif - 17.09.1943 page 4
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Historical Speech of Konrad Adenauer on September 27, 1951

In February 1950, the Israeli government decided to commence a direct dialogue
with West Germany in order to find common ground for negotiations. Strictly
confidential talks began in April 1951, particularly with Chancellor Konrad Adenauer,
but Israel conditioned the beginning of the negotiations with a German
acknowledgment of its responsibility toward the Jewish tragedy. In response,
Adenauer addressed the Bundestag on September 27, 1951, acknowledging the
crimes perpetrated by the Nazis “in the name of the German people,” and
recognizing the obligation of the German government to pay reparations to the State
of Israel and the Jewish organizations, as the representatives of the Jewish people.
His declaration was unanimously approved by the Bundestag members standing up.
This historic speech paved the way for open negotiations between Israel and West
Germany.

"The Federal Government and with it the great majority of the German
people are aware of the immeasurable suffering that was brought upon
the Jews in Germany and the occupied territories during the time of
National Socialism... Unspeakable crimes have been committed in the
name of the German people, calling for moral and material indemnity... The
Federal Government is prepared, jointly with representatives of Jewry and
the State of Israel... to bring about a solution of the material indemnity
problem, thus easing the way to the spiritual settlement of infinite
suffering”.

Conrad Adenauer at the Bundestag (1955)
Bundesarchiv, B 145 Bild-F002449-0027/ photo: Unterberg, Rolf.



The intention of the Israeli government to open negotiations with West Germany triggered a public and political turmoil, perhaps
the harshest in history of Israel. The opposition was led by the Zionist left party Mapam and especially by the right-wing Herut
party, headed by Menachem Begin. Begin called for civic rebellion to “wipe the shame” of the intention to negotiate with the
representatives of the people responsible for the murder of Jews. During the bitter discussion at the Knesset on January 4 1952,
a most violent demonstration took place outside the hall. Stones were thrown into the Knesset, and army forces were called to
prevent the angry demonstrators from advancing.

25.2.1952 Demonstration against Reparation Agreement at Zion square in Jerusalem. The speaker is Menachem Begin, the leader of the
opposition “Herut” party. The placard on the right reads: “our honor will not be bought with money; our blood will not be atoned with
merchandise. We will erase the shame!”

Israeli Government Press Office, photo: Pinn, Hans.



2. Negotiations begin

Instructions sent by David Horowitz, the director
general of the Ministry of Finance, to the Israeli
delegation for the negotiations, instructing them to
demand reparations amounting to a billion dollars,
mainly in the form of goods to be transferred to Israel
over a period of three to five years. An Israeli inter-
ministerial committee was to decide the kinds of goods
to be transferred.

After the Knesset declared its approval, the negations
officially commenced in Wassenaar in the Netherlands
on March 21, 1952. An Israeli delegation and
representatives of the Claims Conference (an agency
created by 22 Jewish organizations around the world
towards the beginning of negotiations, headed by
Nahum Goldman) coordinated between them the
management of the complicated negotiations with the
West German delegation. The negotiations lasted about
6 months.

pnza

7%in7ap o0'21%'0 %Y 2"i1nYy YROIW? n3'I2 nnbws
o'p1% WA 173IY¥3 BT DIV
2"w@n K2 aA"?

(10,3.1952)
1.0 1T 1

773270 0'21%°W %Y 2"1a% 'I1IM ¢ 11730

n13posi %Yy ©TITIN 13317 ,731% 1AV DIWTARA @ YYy 13320002
.%"3n 117732 13yan A YRe

@'h71an NWYW NX 773% ©IT'pan A°A? L,p"1n0 YU 11UxIN-2902
1317 R e npYR

D1200 71212
' piYwna n2apn
.D20727 01300 @Ia’AY N1317pyN DY

nITna %9 noolan %171 11'%m 1000 bw o'mibruy 1Inyramy nata
@' ,T11En 12 PYN P m11Am Ng 0130W A731Y2 2WABAAY LVTAN
1000 %w 03723 NXIYn2 Np19'0D Y¥ X130 1INy anw A1 Yy Mayd
511 11y

p*3w Pon 1y YT Yy YR XY D piYURd noipnw 2% 2IRTY @°
.79 Ty 77073 YN 277 IN'RI I@NNA3

$ n1*aY 0'3arix wiatadl MIIVIPY

301103 vy1w? (@r%w 1y *1x1) 33 phn
{P131WKIT 0TITVT CNT UL3

nYK3 $%13) A5rI¥ *3I7¥02 1pPA3 pRIp? qIIYA
*H32°,0733710 0'H3 71133 L,I10K 1?15 vIin'wy
»1721y %5 %y nInts 3932 (*127 n%amn

*37¥a 1p'¥2 Y373 a30dn 1%Ta YW A11@WRIN AS1pnaW 13 fINwy @
11 y2ON2 1120UN IYSRY 12T L,NBLIWA AIXIINA *1073Y 037X
.07'9D1TN 137393Y

92303 I1yap?? Y"3n oraioa Y34 ©'I7XaA NATN2Y YA131d DYRION
NDIN JRARNDN NTIYIA DY JINEWI NVIIWL-1'20 A7yIA My 19w
L.03'9X 73y1'w 39% 1I171WR TIYL AT

N MIWPAY NIYIIILT NIVK®N Y22 NIKIIAY ParI2 139X n113v 037hy
,07387 N313 Y@ NS0 AY*IP 11113 ,%"33 pAxIAAN a"inn Dolonk
11An N377320N@ 83 NIMA WIA'a 3771 D'2HIYERA nHIpR 7N
07311777 o3y

,12722

y'ar1a .1 (n)



An excerpt from the Israeli government’s meeting on
September 4, 1952, convened in preparation for
Sharet's departure to Luxemburg to sign the
Reparations Agreement. At the meeting he presented a
draft of the agreement, worked out after months of
negotiations. He reported on the upcoming meeting to
be held at the German Cabinet and on the objection of
West Germany's Minister of Finance, Fritz Schaffer, to
the agreement. Nevertheless, Sharet was confident that
Adenauer would have the agreement approved by the
government.
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: DEPARTMENT OF STATE
: // - WASHINGTON
June 3, 1932

Dear Mr. Minister:

I have received through the Israel Minister in Paris your
message of May 22 concerning the negotiations between Israel
and the German Federal Republic on Israel and Jewish claims.

I have discussed this matter with Chancellor Adenauer and
have reiterated the hope of the United States Government that
a satisfactory settlement can be reached in the near future.

Chancellor Adenauer has informed me that the discussions
have now been resumed in Paris and that according to his re-
ports they are going well. It is also my understanding that the
head of the German delegation has withdrawn his resignation.

Now that the negotiations have been resumed, it is my
belief that with the good will which exists on both sides, it
should prove possible to arrive at a reasonable and early settle-
ment.

-3 ' Sincerely yomé
\A\\‘\m

His Excellency
Moshe Sharett,
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Israel.

A letter from the American Secretary of
State Dean Acheson to the Israeli
Foreign Minister Moshe Sharet. The
negotiations between Israel and West
Germany on the subject of reparations
entered a severe crisis over the sum of
reparations and conditions of the
agreement. In accordance with Israel's
request, the Americans pressured
Adenauer to renew the negotiations and
to reach a quick agreement.



3. SIGNING THE REPARATIONS AGREEMENT -
SEPTEMBER 10, 1952

The agreement stipulated that Germany will pay Israel in
installments over 12 to 14 years three billion Marks (about
715 million US dollars) towards acquisition of goods and
infrastructures. In addition, Israel received from Germany
foreign currency that allowed continued supply of fuel from
Great Britain. An additional 450 million Marks (about 110
million US dollars) were to be paid to the Jewish Claims
Conference via the government of Israel. Furthermore, The
German government committed itself to legislate personal
reparations for property and other damages. East Germany
refused to discuss a similar agreement, arguing that it is not
responsible for the actions of the Nazi regime.

The first page of the Agreement between Israel
and West Germany. The Agreement is 121 pages
long.
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Right: Moshe Sharett signing the German
Reparations Agreement, on his left side Nahum
Goldmann, the president of the World Jewish
Congress

Courtesy of the Moshe Sharett Heritage Society

Left: Chancellor of West Germany Konrad Adenauer
signs the agreement, flanked by two major figures in
the German delegation to the reparations talks. On
the right: the head of the German delegation Franz
Bohn; on the left: Walter Hallstein, Adenauer’s
trusted colleague and one of the founders of the
West German Foreign Office.

Courtesy of the Moshe Sharett Heritage Society
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SPD fordert Ratifizierung des Israel-Vertrages

Kein: Haeltungsénderung durch die Intervention der Araber

Uie Bundestagsfraktion der SPD sprach sich am Dienstag fiir die
beldige Ratifizierung des deutsch-israelischen Wie dergutmachungs-
abkommens aus, an dessen positiver Wertung die SDP nach wie vor
festhdlt. Die Intervention der arabischen Staazten habe an dieser
Haltung nichts geiindert.

Die SPD sieht, so wurde von massgebender Parteistelle betont,
in diesem Abkommen die Durchsetzung des Prinzips der Wiedergut-
machung, fiir das die SPD von Anfang an eingetreten sei. Die
deutsche Verpflichtung, das den Juden gzugefiigte Hnrecht wenigstens
zu einem Teile wieder gutzumechen, sei auch von den Arabern selbst
anerkennt worden. Die SPD erklérte sich aber bereit, so wurde -
weiter betont, dabei behilflich zu sein, dass die jetzt ent-
tandenen Schgirigkeiten in den ?eiiehunggn zu den arabischen Ay
ial- i taaten gemildert oder ganz beseitigt werden, wenn sich eine <&
A press release by the Social-Democratic Mgt iohkoit dasa bilds. |

party in the Bundestag, demanding to ratify Mit besonderem Nachdruck wurde aber von SPD-Seite betont, dass diese
the Reparations Agreement quickly, despite Tpiibung in dem deutsch-arabischen Verhiltnis eine wesentliche Schuld
) L . der Bundesregierung sei, die wieder einmel ein Beispiel fiir den
fierce objection from the Arab countries (a %ilat'tantismua in ihrer aussenpolitischen Tétigkeit abgelegt habe.

: : on neuem habe sich das Versagen des Auswidrtigen Amtes gezeigt
special delegation from the Arab League und diesmal leider in einer Brage yon susserordentlicher Be-
arrived in Bonn and pressured mini eutung. Dagegen misse die ausgezeichnete Arbeit der Deutschen

P 'Inlstfers A Delegation bei den Verhandlungenms Israel hervorgehoben werden.

Bundestag members to vote against it). The - '

party criticized the amateur way that the

Foreign Ministry managed the relations with ~ ———————
the Arabs on this subject, but expressed

appreciation of the German delegation at the

Reparations negotiations, which the party

advocated as partial expression of the moral

debt towards the Jewish people.

Politisches Archiv des Auswartigen Amts



Namentliche Abstimmungen

1. iiber den Anderungsantrag der Abgeordneten Dr. Dr. Miiller (Bonn), Dr. Horlacher, Neuburger,
Revenstorff, Tobaben und Genossen zu § 61 des Entwurfs eines Gesetzes iiber die Angelegen-
heiten der Vertriebenen und Fliichtlinge (Bundesvertriebenengesetz) (Umdruck Nr. 805 Ziffer 3)

2. iiber den Entwurf eines Gesetzes betreffend das Abkommen vom 10. September 1952 zwischen
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland und dem Staate Israel (Nm. 4141, 4181 der Drucksachen)

Name Abstimmung N Abstimmung
1. 2. 1. -l
CDU/CSU
Dr. Adenauer . .. ... Ja Ja DEHEE © oo+ we entschuld. | entschuld.
ATBGRS. . iiovici = s i % Ja Ja 2150, - Ja enthalten
Arndgen . . . v .. v 4 s Ja Ja Hofler . . .. . 0 o4 Ja Ja
Dr. Bartram (Schleswig- HONL noee 9 50 BN AN Ja Ja
Holstein) . . . . . . . . Ja — Hoogen . . . . . « « 4« 4 Ja Ja
Bauereisen . . . . . . . . Ja enthalten [Hoppe . . .. ... ... Ja Ja
Bauknecht . . . . . . . . Ja enthalten | Dr. Horlacher . . . . . . Ja Nein
Or. Baur (Wilrttemberg) . Ja Ja 12 17" o S R R Ja Ja
Baugdl .o i e v % Ja Ja Bt v i e v b Ja enthalten
Becker (Pirmasens) . . . . Ja enthalten |Dr. Jaeger (Bayern) . . . . Ja Nein
Blank (Dortmund) . . . Ja Ja Junglas . ... .. .. Ja Ja
Frau Brauksiepe . . . . . Ja Ja Rall: = woiuns 8 oy Ja enthalten
Dr. von Brentano . . . . . Ja Ja Kalsor . . o« v v s o o a Nein Ja
Bragh . oo xoaisie w s Ja enthalten |Karpf . ... ... ... Ja Ja
Frau Dr. Brokelschen . . . Ja Ja Dr.Eather . .. .. ... Nein Ja
(B) Dr. Brénner . . . . ... Ja Ja Kemmer . . .. ..... Ja Ja
Brookmann . . . . ... Ja Ja Kemper . . . ... ... Ja enthalten
Dr. Bucerius . . . . . . . krank krank [Kern . . . ...+« « . Ja Ja
Frau Dietz . . . . . . . . Ja Ja Kiesinger . . . . « - + « 4 Ja Ja
Donhauser . . . . « + . . Ja enthalten |Dr. Kleindinst . . . . . . Ja enthalten
Dr.Dresbach . . . . .. . Ja krank |Dr.Kdhler . .. .. ... Ja Ja
Bekoteln: & . ¢ v w s Ja —_ DrRopk o o v © vy Ja —
Dr. Bdert . .. .. ... Ja enthalten |Kithling . . . ... ... Ja =
Dr.Ehlers « . o 5006 5 & Nein Ja Kuntscher . ... ... | Nein Ja
Ehren . . . o « o v = = » Nein Ja Kunze .. ... 000404 Ja Ja
Eplée . . ... ... Nein enthalten | Dr. Laforet . . ., . . . . . Ja entschuld.
Dr. Erhard . . . . . + Ja Ja Dr.Dr. h.c. Lehr . . . . | Ja Ja
Etzenbach . . .. .. .. Ja Ja Leibfried ... ... .. Ja enthalten
BB o6 e 0 & e e & W Ja Ja ERE & i B v EEH Ja Ja
Feldmann . . . . . . .. Ja Ja Taonhavd . o i : @ e Ja Ja
Dr.Pmk: . @ e g od i Ja enthalten [Liicke . . ... .. ... Ja Ja
Dy, Frey : < < coi 5 5. Ja enthalten | Majonica . . . . . . . .. Ja Ja
Pudhe: %o s v, b e Ja Nein Maosgoth  « oowoiow i vl Ja Ja
Dr. Freiherr von Fiirsten- Mayer (Rheinland-Pfalz) Nein enthalten
DR v oo wimiin e @ @ Ja enthalten |[Mehs . . . . .. .. ... Ja enthalten
Fiirst Fugger von Gldtt . Ja Nein Mensing . ... .. ... Ja entschuld.
nk . ... ... Ja enthalten | Morgenthaler . . . . . . . Ja Ja
Gengler . . . . . Ja enthalten |Muckermann . . . . . .. Ja Ja
GO . 5 sesmiakd & & 4 Ja enthalten | Mithlenberg . . . . . .. Ja Ja
Dr. Gerstenmaier . . . . . Ja Ja Dr. Dr. Miiller (Bonn) . . . Ja Ja
CHEBeRt: G e B G Ja enthalten |Miiller-Hermann . . , . | Nein Ja
Bendes 5 L @ i Vg Ja enthalten |Naegel . . . . . . .. .. Ja Ja
Dr. Glasmeyer . . . . . . Ja Ja £ R TR R Ja Ja
lMRg 5 - e v e Ja enthalten [Nellen . . . . . .. ... Nein Ja
Gockeln . . .. ..... entschuld. | entschuld. | Neuburger . . . . . . . . Ja —_
IO GO o e & R Nein Ja DL e 4 & acapias % (Awed Ja Nein
Frau Dr. Growel . . . . . Ja Ja Frau Niggemeyer Ja Ja
Giinther . . . . . . . .. S — Dr.Niklas .. ... ... Ja —
FARRS ..o v 0 wonin o w s Ja = Dr.Oesterle . ... ... Ja enthalten
Dr. Handschumacher . . . Ja Ja Oetzel, , o v.: 45 v ai — —
Frau Heiler . . .. . .. Ja Ja 2, 8 B, G A P Ja Ja
BER: ivan v b ahd v Ja Ja Pelster . . vivi o v v Ja Ja

On March 18, 1953 the Luxembourg Accord was brought
before the Bundestag for a second and third reading. The
results were as follows: 239 for, 35 against, 86 abstained. Only
half of Adenauer's coalition members supported the
agreement. A significant number of CDU/CSU members, the
parliamentary party which he headed, abstained from voting or
were absent from the debate, expressing thereby their
opposition to the agreement. The agreement was approved
solely due to the unequivocal support of the Social-Democratic
opposition, who voted unanimously for it. Among the persons
opposing the agreement were ministers and other prominent
politicians, such as the Minister of Finance Fritz Schaffer and
the leader of the CSU Franz Josef Strauss. The supporters of
the agreement, such as Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier, one of the
CDU leaders, claimed that the agreement is an expression of
moral commitment both to the victims and to the fight for the
good name and honor of the German people. The opponents
of the agreement, such as Oskar Miiller, a member of the
Communist Party (KPD), claimed in the course of the
deliberations that they support personal reparations, but they
oppose collective reparations to the state of Israel.



After the signing of the agreement Israeli public opinion was still polarized. Maariv, the newspaper with the widest circulation at
the time, took a neutral stance, while the Herut newspaper, affiliated with Menachem Begin’s Herut party, expressed a clear
dissatisfaction with the agreement. The Agreement was ratified by the government on March 22, 1953. All the ministers present
voted for its ratification, except Israel Rokach from the General Zionists party. The opposition dwindled in the course of the 1950s,
with the implementation of the agreement and the improvement of Israel’s economic situation.
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Report of the Head of the Military Industries Zvi Dar
(right) and a telegram sent by Simon Peres (below),
Director-General of the Ministry of Defense, to the
Minister of Defense Ben-Gurion. Both documents are
concerned with the first ammunition deals between
Germany and Israel. The focus of these deals was the
export of Uzi submachine guns. When in spring 1959 the
fact of ammunition transactions between Israel and
Germany became widely known, it stirred up a public and
political storm, and even became one of the major issues
at the heart of the 4th General Elections that took place
shortly after that.
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Raw materials, industrial equipment, products and goods
exported from Western Germany to Israel as part of the
Reparation Agreement gave a considerable boost to Israeli
economy. Almost every sphere of Israeli economy, be it industry,
services or infrastructure (including the Electric Company, the
water supply system, the railways and the ports), benefited
greatly from the Agreement. The graph on the right illustrates
the rate of the reparations in the total import of
equipment in the years 1953-1961 (in millions of dollars).
The dark grey columns indicate the import of reparations and the
light grey columns indicate the total value of imported
equipment.

Israeli State Archive



4. SCIENTIFIC RELATIONS

By the end of the 1950s the contacts between Israel and
Germany extended to the field of science.

Scientific cooperation between Israel and Germany began in
1957, when Amos de-Shalit, at the time chairman of the
Department of Nuclear Physics at the Weizmann Institute, met
with Wolfgang Gentner, who was the director of CERN. De-
Shalit and Gentenr raised the possibility of cooperation between
German and Israeli scientists, provided that the latter did not
have a Nazi past. The first meeting was followed by prolonged
negotiations that lead to a suggestion to establish relations
between the Max-Planck-Society (MPG) and the Weizmann
Institute.

In December 1959, a delegation of the Max Planck Society,
headed by its president Otto Hahn, visited the Weizmann
Institute of Science in Rehovot, Israel. One of the outcomes of
the meeting was a development of a general cooperation
program to be funded by a special MPG fund.

Photo: A delegation of Max Plank Institute in Zurich airport, before departure to their visit at Weitzman Institute in
Israel, 1959. From left to right: Prof. Feodor Lynen, Prof. Wolfgang Gentner, Gentners wife Alice, Prof. Otto Hahn and Dr.
Josef Cohn from the European Committee of the Weizmann Institute in Zurich.

Photo courtesy of the Max Planck Society



5. ERICH OLLENHAUER VISITS ISRAEL - 1957

Erich Ollenhauer, the leader of the Social
Democratic Party of West Germany, was the first
German statesman to have been officially invited
by the Israeli Government. Many of the central
members of the Social Democratic Party had
actively objected the Nazi regime. After the war,
the party was very friendly towards the Jewish
people and Israel, and its leaders had close
connections with the heads of MAPAL.

Photo: PM David Ben Gurion receives German
Social Democratic leader Ollenhauer in his
Jerusalem office.

Government Press Office (Israel), Photo: Gurfinkel,
David.




6. A HISTORICAL MEETING BETWEEN
KONRAD ADENAUER AND DAVID BEN-
GURION

The meeting of David Ben-Gurion
and Konrad Adenauer at the Waldorf
Astoria hotel in New York, March 14,
1960

Bundesarchiv, B 145 Bild-00009354 /
photo: Wundshammer, Benno.




Abschrizftt

Fernschreiben (verschl.) Ci ti1 s s ime
aus New York ( Coms.)

Hr. 68 vom 14. Miérz 1960

aufgegeben: 14.3.1960 16.3%0 Uhr Ortezeit
eingegangen: 14.3.1960 23.45 Uhr

gleichlautend diplogerma Washington, London, Paris

Sprachregelung filir Presse

Kach etwa zwelstiindigem Gesprich zwischen Bundeskangzler und Ben
Gurion haben Kanzler und Ben Gurion vorher abgestimmte getrennte
Erkliérungen vor der Presse verlesen. Auf Anfragen kann Presse gu-
stitzlich gesagt werden, dass die Frage einer Aufnahme diplomati-
acher Beziebungen gwischen Israel und der Bundesrepublik nicht be-
ribrt worden ist. Einzelheiten des Gespriichs, das auch einen po-
litischen tour d'horizon umfasste, k¥nnen wegen des vertresulichen
Charakters nicht gemacht werden. Es kann angedeutet werden, dass
die Initietive zu dem Gespriéich von Ben Gurion, der Kanzler in des=-
sen Riumen aufsuchte, ausgegangen ist.

Folgt Wortlaut statement ...

1. Bundeskanzler
2. Ben Gurion

"Erkliirung des Bundeskanzlers nach seinem Zusammentreffen mit Mi-
nisterprisident Ben Gurion in New York am 14. Mire 1960.

Mein Treffen mit Premierminister David Ben Gurion hat mich tief be-
wegt. Ich bin seit langem ein Bewunderer seiner staastsmiinniochen
Leistung und seines Zielbewusstseins beim Aufbau des modernen Israel
und dessen bemerkenswerter Entwicklung.

Das deutsche Volk empfindet tiefe Ge.ugtuung dariiber, dess durch die
Wiedergutmachung fir Opfer des Nazismus ein Beltrag fiir den Aufbau-
prozess Israéls geleistet wurde.

Ich bin sicher, dasa das deutsche Volk ebenso wie seine Regierung
der 'berzeugung ist, dass unsere gemeinsame Zusasmenarbeit und Hilfe
fir Israel auch in Zukunft Friichte tragen werden.

In a joint press release by Ben-Gurion and Adenauer following
their historic meeting at the Waldorf Astoria hotel in New York
on March 14, 1960, Chancellor Adenauer expressed his
admiration for Ben-Gurion’s achievements in the building of
the modern State of Israel and mentioned the importance of
the Reparations Agreement. Ben-Gurion stressed that the
meeting strengthened his confidence that the new Germany is
completely different from Nazi Germany. The issue of
diplomatic relations was not addressed in the press release.

The secret details of the conversation were not disclosed to
the public. These details include, in particular, Adenauer’s oral
agreement to lend Israel 500 million dollars in the course of
10 years and his offer of military assistance to Israel in the
form of submarines and missiles. These details were
previously discussed and agreed upon between German
Minister of Defense Franz Josef Strauss and Israeli Director-
General of the Ministry of Defense Shimon Peres.

Statement by Prime Minister David Ben Gurion of Israel

I was gled to meet chancellor Adenauer. My people cannot forget
its past. But we remember the past not in order to brood upon it
but in order that it shall never recur.

I seid in the Knesset (Israel Parliament) last summer that the
Germany of today is not the Germany of yesterday. After having
met the chancellor I em sure that judgement was correct. I wish
the chancellor every success in his efforts to guide Germany in
its path of democracy and international cooperation.

March 14, 1960.



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20

